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Our Journey through Sweden

Country: Sweden

Duration: July 03 and July 07 to 11, 2014

Distance Traveled within the Country:
~2272 km

Sweden Ferry Info: 30 min Ferry from 
Helsingborg, Sweden to Helsingør, Denmark

Memorable Impressions:
Super clean and modern, but at the same time 
embracing the historical past of Sweden with its 
industrial revolution and strong military naval bases.  
The country is great for the outdoor lover as it 
emphasizes on easy accessibility to the lakes and 
nature in general.

Fuel Cost: ~ 14.62 SEK ($2.34)/litre (Diesel)

Accommodations Cost: 
Campsites between $22.00 to $48.00/night

Food & Drink Cost: 
Self sui  cient.  Groceries from the local supermarket.

Exchange Rate: 10.00 SEK = $1.60 CDN 

Border Formality Costs: Not Applicable
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Entering Sweden at Kolari

SVERIGE (SWEDEN)

J uly 03, 2014:  We enter Sweden at Kolari for a small detour 
into northern Sweden to Luliå.  Our destination is the 
UNESCO World Heritage listed church town of Gammelstad.  

On the way we cross the Arctic Circle one more time.  It has 
been raining most of the day, but we luck out when we arrive at 
Gammelstad, which is famous for its 1492 stone church and 400 
and some wooden cottages.  The cottages served as overnight stop 

for parishioners who lived too far away to make the journey to the 
church and back in one day.  Taking a stroll around town feels like 
stepping back in time.  The wooden cottages all have been restored 
to their original burgundy red sidings and white trims.  The shutters 
are open allowing for a peek into the interior.  After exploring the 
church town, we re-enter into Finland at Tornio.

Crossing the Arctic Circle in Sweden
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THE CHURCH TOWN OF GAMMELSTAD
The town consists of more than 400 cottages, which were used on Sundays and during major religious 

festivals, markets, local courts and are grouped around the late medieval stone church
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DROTTNINGHOLM PALACE
Built on the Island Lovön in the late 16th Century, it is one of Sweden’s Royal Palaces

J uly 11, 2014:  We arrive in Stockholm at 6am with the 11-hr 
Silja Line Ferry from Tarku, Finland.  Summer has arrived 
in Sweden and the temperatures soar into the high +20ºC.  

Around Stockholm are a few UNESCO World Heritage sites which 
we had way-pointed. We start with Drottningholm, a unique Baroque 
and Rococo palace, theatre and huge garden/park.  Some Canada 
Geese greet us in the garden.  Next is the Skogskyrkogården, a 
cemetery.  Here a squirrel joins us as we take a walk.  Approximately 
50km west on the Islands in Lake Mälaren are Hovgården and Birka.  
At these archaeological sites an old Viking trading post and burial 
mounds can be found.  From Stockholm we head north-west on E18 
and continue on Hwy 70 until Borlänge.  At Borlänge we turn north-
east and arrive mid-afternoon in Falun.  Falun is an old copper mine 
with most of its historic buildings still intact.  We take the English 
speaking underground mine tour.  We are lucky and there is only 
the two of us in the tour (420SEK/CDN$67.20 for two people).  We 
descend to a depth of 60m and walk along the old mineshafts.  After 
completing the tour it is time to set up camp.  We ind a pretty spot 

at Lake Run campsite for 300SEK (CDN$48.00)/night including 
showers.  Mike barbeques some bratwurst and we have some chili 
pepper potato salad with it.
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SKOGSKYRKOGÅRDEN

The cemetery was founded at the 
beginning of the 1900s blending 

nature and architecture into a
 seamless whole
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HOVGÅRDEN 
& BIRKA 

An archaeological site on the Lake 
Mälaren island, dating back to the
 Viking Age.  It consists of Royal 
grave mounds, a rune stone and 

traces for boats.

FALUN MINE
The copper mine started irst operating around the 10th century and ceased operation in 1992
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The 1687 mine collapse opened up a 100m deep pit
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J uly 08, 2014:  Only 100km south of Falun is Engelbergs 
Ironwork by the town of Fagerstan.  Engelbergs is a well 
preserved ironworks with its eighteenth and nineteenth 

century buildings and industrial structures still intact.  It was made a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1993.  The place lies peacefully in 
the middle of the woods.  A perfect place for breakfast and a wander 
about.  From here we head south-east along Hwy 66, 252 and follow 
the E20 along the southern shore of Lake Mälaren to scenic route 
225 and the Ferry Port of Nynäshamn.  July is peak holiday season 
in Sweden.  The children and students are on summer break and 
everyone heads for the Island of Gotland.  The way we travel we 
seldom pre-book anything as we do not want to limit ourselves to 
a speciic date.  Therefore it was to no surprise as we get in line at 
1:40pm for the 3pm sailing to the Island of Gotland, that the ferry is 
fully booked. We opt for the stand-by option. The one-way ticket for 
the 3-hr journey is a hefty 1540SEK (CDN$264.40) for two (2) people 
and the vehicle.  The weather is still gorgeous and it is our lucky day 
as we get on the ferry as stand-by.  Just after 6pm we arrive at the 

Visby port on the Island of Gotland.  First we buy our return ticket to 
the mainland to ensure a spot on the ferry.  Instead of returning to 
Nynäshamn, we choose Oskarshamn for 1119SEK (CDN$179.20).  
It is also a 3-hr sailing, shorter route but slower boat.  The walled 
town of Visby is of-limits for vehicle traic.  Heading straight for the 
campsite 800m north of Visby, we are told that all campsite around 
Visby are fully booked.  By chance we had noticed a Quick Stop site, 
which has no facilities, but self-contained motorhomes can park for 
a fee at this site.  The location is perfect just a kilometer south of the 
walled town.  24hr parking is 134SEK (CDN$21.44).  Payment is a 
bit annoying as it assumes everyone has a smartphone with internet 
access, email & sms.  A touchscreen luckily is available, with the 
English version not working, we struggled through the Swedish 
instructions and pay via Visa Verify.  Mike whipped up some Turkish 
spiced noodles and then we took a stroll to the harbor, checked 
out the sailboats and yachts, watched a beautiful sunset and had 
delicious ice cream.  It was nice to see the sun setting again and to 
have at least a few hours of darkness.

Campsite at Lake Run

ENGELSBERGS IRONWORKS
Founded in 1681, it became one of the world’s most modern ironworks. UNESCO World Heritage

 Listed, the site is a best-preserved and most complete example of this type in Swedish ironworks.
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Taking the 3-hr Ferry from 
the Mainland at Nynäshamn to 
Visby on the Island of Gotland
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VISBY
 

A Hanseatic town, inscribed 
into UNESCO World Heritage 
List due to its well preserved 
defense wall, towers, church 
ruins and early street plans

J uly 09, 2014:  By 7am our sleeping quarters in the Toyota’s 
rooftent is getting pretty warm.  The morning we have 
allotted for exploring the walled town of Visby.  Visby is the 

characteristic image of a Hanseatic town, complete with a defense 
wall, church ruins, well-preserved early street plan and small-scale 
buildings from the medieval period or later.  The entire walled town 
is inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage list.  It is a nice place to 
wander the cobble stone streets and check out the church ruins, as 
well as the 2.5km long wall and numerous still intact towers.  The 
historic museum (Gotlands Fornsal) of Visby is a deinite highlight 
(100SEK/CDN$16.00/person). It exhibits a lot of the indings of 
Gotland.  Particularly interesting is the Hall of Picture Stones which 
contains carved stones from the 5th-11th centuries, with some 
having runic inscriptions.  Another room displays burial customs from 
ancient times to the Vikings.  An 8000 year old Stenkyrkamannen 
(Stenkyrka Man) and all the silver they have uncovered on the Island 

are on show as well.  By the time we return to the Quick Stop Site it 
is noon.  With the afternoon free we take Hwy 148 north, stop at the 
Bro Kyrka (Church) to look at the Adam & Eve in paradise painting 
and then continue onwards to Bunge and the Bungemuseet.  It is 
one of Sweden’s largest rural museums and depicts how Gotland 
people used to live in the 16th to 19th century.  In the early 1900 
a teacher took the initiative to move old buildings to this location 
to preserve them for future generations.  Entrance is 100SEK/
CDN$16.00/person and the site keeps us busy for over an hour 
wandering from one building to another.  From here we head east 
to Lickershamn and take a walk to see the rock formation called 
Jungfrun.  Some imagination was required to see the resemblance 
of a face/woman in the rock formation.  We decide to call it an early 
day and set up camp at Kappelshamn Campsite around 4pm for 
150SEK/CDN$24.00/night including showers.  As usual we end the 
day with a barbeque.
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ST. KATRIN CHURCH RUINS
The church of Saint Catherine was built between 1235-1250 by the Franciscan convent.
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ST. LARS 
CHURCH RUINS

The patron saint of the 
church was Saint Lawrence.

The cross-shaped church 
(Byzantine Style) was 

constructed in the second 
quarter of the 13th century.
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ST NICOLAUS CHURCH RUINS
The church of St. Nicholas was originally part of the Dominican monastery built in the 1230s.

ST. GERTRUD CHAPEL RUINS
(left) dedicated to Saint 

Gertrude of Nivelles & dates 
from the 15th century 

ST. PER AND ST. HANS 
CHURCH RUINS

(right) both, Saint Peter and 
Saint Hans churches were 

built side by side in the 
12th century
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MEDIEVAL DEFENSIVE WALLS OF VISBY
Built in two stages during the 13th & 14th century, approximately 3.44 km of its original 3.6 km still stands. 

Of the 29 large and 22 smaller towers, 27 large and 9 small remain.
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GOTLANDS FORNSAL

The historic museum exhibits indings from the Island of Gotland.  
Most famous being the Picture Stone Hall consisting of carved stones 

dating from the 5th-11th centuries with runic inscriptions
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Another room of the 
museum displays 

burial customs from 
ancient times to the 
Vikings, including 
an 8000 year old 

Stenkyrkamannen 
(Stenkyrka Man).
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In the southwestern part of 
the Historical Museum is a 

preserved warehouse from the 
medieval period.
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BRO KYRKA (CHURCH) 
A Lutheran church of the Diocese of Visby built in medieval times. Below the Adam & Eve in Paradise Painting.
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BUNGE MUSEET

The open-air museum at Bunge is a 
folk museum which shows how the 

Gotlandic peasants of the past lived.
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Typical of the island were the 

timbered post and plank 
tar-coated houses, in Gotlandic 
called ”bulhus”. Since the early 
Middle Ages, these, as single-
roomed buildings, would have 

been the standard type of 
farmhouse on rural Gotland.
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J uly 10, 2014:  We take the 9:30am ferry from Visby, Gotland 
to Oskarshamn and arrive at 12:25pm on the mainland.  
Heading south on E22 we detour at Kalmor to the Island 

of Öland via a 6km plus bridge.  Öland is the Island of wooden 
windmills.  The southern landscape of Öland is an example of human 
settlement, making the optimum use of diverse landscape types on 
a single Island.  The limestone bedrock and grazing animals have 
created the conditions for the important biological values of the 
Great Alvar.  That is what the inscription of UNESCO World Heritage 
Site reads.  We take some small roads that crisscross through the 

Great Alvar and stop to take a closer look at the vegetation.  From 
Öland it is back onto the mainland via the same bridge at Kalmar.  
We continue south along the coast to Karlskrona.  The naval port 
town of Karlskrona is to great importance to the Swedish people.  
A naval base was established in Karlskrona in 1680 and remains 
to date a well preserved example of a European planned naval 
town.  We wander around the town square, gaze at the buildings 
and then continue our journey north-west to Örkelljunga, were we 
set up camp at a quite campground located at the lake (170SEK/
CDN$27.20/night including showers).

Gotland’s largest stacks the Jungfrun (The Maiden) is located near the ishing village of Lickershamn

Kappelshamn Campsite 
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THE ISLAND OF ÖLAND
Dotting the countryside are numerous wooden windmills dating back as far as the 17th century
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STORA ALVARET 
Is a limestone barren plain on the island of Öland.  The thin soil mantle and high pH levels allow for an 

extraordinary biodiversity creating an assortment of vegetation and rare species.

Cemetery from the Iron Age 
(500BC to 1050AD) with graves 

consisting of round stone-settings
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KARLSKRONA
An important navel port town 

established in 1680.  Most buildings 
built in the era survived. The Great 
Square is dominated by the statue 

of Karl XI, the towns establisher, and 
the two baroque churches, 

Fredrikskyrkan  & 
Trefaldighetskyrkan.

J uly 10, 2014:  We join up with the E06 heading north on the 
west coast of Sweden and follow it all the way to Tanum, 
close to the Norwegian border.  The rock carvings at Tanum 

are quite well preserved and very visual in depicting life from 1700 
to 500BC (Bronze Age).  The rock carvings are all traced with red 
paint, which makes them easier to see, however it is also quite 
controversial as the carvings now have been altered. Heading south 
again, retracing our route along the coast we detour at Varberg to 
the Grimeton Radio Station.  We enjoy the variety that the UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites ofer.  This UNESCO site depicts the only 
remaining radio station with its long wave transmitter in full working 
order from the early 20th century.  The radio station was built in the 

1920s, with its hub in New York.  The 127m high antenna towers are 
still standing today, as are the technology and equipment.  It is very 
interesting to see the communication technology advancements 
from Morse Code to our current system in less than a 100 years. 
Our initial plan is to stay somewhere close to Helsingborg, but both 
campsites we visit only took credit card, and we wanted to spend 
our cash prior to boarding the ferry to Helsingór, Denmark.  A last 
minute decision, using the cash to ill the truck with diesel, we line 
up for the 30 minute ferry ride across from Sweden to Denmark for 
465SEK (CDN$74.40).
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ROCK CARVINGS AT TANUM
The rich and varied motifs (depictions of humans and animals, weapons, boats and other subjects) 

reveal the life and beliefs of people in Europe during the Bronze Age 
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VARBERG RADIO STATION AT GRIMETON
A VLF transmission facility, built in 1922 to 1924, to operate at 17.2 kHz, although it is designed to operate on 

frequencies up to 40 kHz. On Alexanderson Day, Morse messages are still transmitted.
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 The only working Alexanderson alternator rotating armature radio transmitter in the world 
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Taking the ferry from Helsingborg, Sweden to Helsingór, Denmark

A Milestone of European 
Industrial Heritage
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SCANDINAVIA TRIP STATS
Countries Traveled: 
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Norway, Finland and Sweden

Trip Duration: 
June 02 to July 17, 2014

Kilometers Driven, Diesel Consumption and Cost:
Approximately total of 13,600 km driven, 2,200 Litre of Diesel consumed and $5,000.00 spent on fuel

Ferry Details:
Spent $4,200.00 and ive (5) days and 18 hrs on ferries
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